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ENTRANCE AGE 

 

I. PURPOSE 

Enrollment of students in Four-year-old Kindergarten and Kindergarten programs 

is vital for student’s emotional, social, and academic growth in order to develop a 

strong foundation for lifelong learning.  In exceptional cases, early admission to 

Four-year-old Kindergarten, Kindergarten or first grade or an exemption from 

Kindergarten to attend first grade may be granted in accordance with this policy 

and administrative procedures. 

 

II. IMPLEMENTATION  

A. Four-year-old Kindergarten Admission.  As a general practice, no child may 

be admitted to four-year-old kindergarten unless the child is four years old on 

or before September 1 in the year he/she proposes to enter school. The District 

provides early childhood education services to qualifying children who are at 

least three years old to the extent required by law. 

 

B. Kindergarten Admission.  As a general practice, no child may be admitted to 

kindergarten unless the child is five years old on or before September 1 in the 

year he/she proposes to enter school. 

 

C. First Grade Admission.  As a general practice, no child may be admitted to 

first grade unless the child is six years old on or before September 1 in the 

year he/she proposes to enter school and has completed Kindergarten.   

 

D. Early Admission or Kindergarten Exemption.   

1. The District may admit a child to four-year-old kindergarten or 

kindergarten at an age below the legal age in accordance with established 

District criteria and procedures.  

2. A child may be admitted to first grade under the standard legal age if the 

student has already completed a kindergarten program or its equivalent as 

determined by the District.   

3. A child may be admitted to first grade under the standard legal age and/or 

without having completed a kindergarten program if the District 

determines that the student has met the conditions and standards for early 

admission and/or for an exemption from the state’s Kindergarten 

completion requirement, as outlined in District procedures.   

4. The District may, but it is not required to, apply its early admission policy 

and procedures to a nonresident student applying for full-time open 

enrollment in the District.  Such a student may be denied open enrollment 



 

 

solely on the basis that the student does not meet the statutory entrance 

age requirements.   

5. The Superintendent of Schools and Learning has the final authority for 

deciding whether or not a child is granted early admission to four-year-old 

kindergarten, kindergarten or first grade and whether to allow exempting a 

child from five-year-old kindergarten to attend first grade. 

 

E. Non-discrimination.  The District shall not discriminate against any student in 

the admission or enrollment to its schools, grades or programs on the basis of 

a student's sex; age; race; religion; color; national origin; ancestry; creed; 

pregnancy; marital status; parental status; homelessness; sexual orientation; 

gender identity; gender expression; gender non-conformity; physical, mental, 

emotional or learning disability/handicap; or any other legally-protected status 

or classification.   

 

F. Non-applicability.  The conditions, standards, and procedures identified in this 

policy and administrative procedure are not intended to address any placement 

or other curricular or program determinations made for a student with 

disabilities pursuant to an individualized education program (IEP). 

 

 

LEGAL REF.:  Sections  118.13        Wisconsin Statutes 

  118.14(1) 

  118.15(1) 

  118.33(6)(cm) 

  120.12(25) 

 Chapter 115, Subchapter V 

 

CROSS REF.:  421-Rule, Procedures for Early Admission to Kindergarten or First  

  Grade 

 342.1, Programs for Students with Disabilities 

 411, Equal Educational Opportunities 

 420, School Admissions 

 424, Full-time Public School Open Enrollment 

 453.2, Student Immunizations 

 453.5, Student Health Examinations 

 Special Education Policy and Procedure Handbook 
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